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ö the wiſeſt form of civil government that | | ; 
f b ever exiſted among mankind, the property, f 
: freedom, and lives of ourfelves and of : 
| thoſe whom the ties of nature have endeared 
— 40 many of us beyond ourſelves; at ſuch a 
| | time, the warning voice of your chief 0 
| Paſtor cannot be deemed unſeaſonable, and, =_ = 
; FE, feeble as it 18, may impreſs your minds with ? 
1 _ ſome uſeful inſtruction, through the bleſſing 
f of Him who alone giveth the increaſe, _ 
| = though Paul himſelf p/anteth, and though | 
: | | pollos himſelf watereth. _ „ = 
It is true that a difference of opinion un- 
d 5 happily prevails among us on ſome points of 
: - ___ faith and worſhip, and on the ute of ſome 
: SHER | rites and ceremonies. But there are many 
1 | fundamental truths in which we all agree. 11 


We all believe that God is the Creator and 
LOS  Governour of the world; that Jeſus is the 
IS Chriſt fo frequently and clearly foretold; 


that good works are a neceſlary condition of 


® x Cor. iii. 6. 


I Fa) = 
Z | the divine favour; that ſinners ſhould re- 

: pent, and» bring forth fruits * worthy of re- 

pentance ; that mutual love is the diſtinQive 
mark of Chriſtians; and that God has ap- 

0 pointed a reſurrection of the dead, and a 

1 great day of judgement when an everlaſting | 
and fearful difference will be made between | | 
the righteous and the wicked. Thus * hath 

Miſdom built her houſe ; thus hath ſhe hewn out | 
ber pillars. Theſe truths, and a few others = 


5 


{ of like magnitude, which we all believe with : 
| one heart, and confeſs with one mouth, are | | 
ſufficient to bind us here in brotherly affec- 


tion, and to unite us for ever hereafter in 
one heavenly ſociety. | 


Among our many common objects of be⸗ > 


4 lief, we are all perſuaded that the ſcriptures 
are the word of God: and though we do not 
+ Man, i. v. „ = 
> In the quotations from the New Teſtament, the BY 

original is regarded throughout more than the common 


- tranſlation, | | 5 


3 Prov, ix. 1. = 
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all aſſert that they form our only rule of faith 
and practice, yet every Chriſtian church has 
determined that, when they are rightly un- 
derſtood, they ſhould be regarded as one in- 
fallible rule. We further conſent that all 
the writings of the New Teſtament, as they 
are commonly received by Chriſtians, make 
2 part of the canonical or authentic ſcrip- 
tures. Theſe ineſtimable books ſhall be the 
ſource of my preſent inſtructions : which I 
ſhall confine, as'the urgency of the times 
demands, to your duty as ſubjeRs of a pious 
and benign Sovereign, who has uniformly 
maintained that conſtitution of which our 


laws have made him an eſſential part; and 


as members of a civil polity, the reſult of 
much wiſdom and experience, and the pur- 
chaſe of much blood and treaſure; and which 
therefore ſhould not be endangered but 
ſecured, and tranſmitted to our poſterity as 
their. invaluable birthright, ſtrengthened, 
and improved if we can, by prudent, tem- 
perate, legal, and chriſtian means. But no 


+ | end 


WW. 
end can juſtify wrong means. Their con- 
demnation 1s juſt, as St. Paul affirms, who /ay, 
Let us do evil, that good may come. #0 


2 


When you read the examples and pre- 
cepts which I ſhall extract from the ſcrip- 
tures of the New Teſtament as completely 
and conciſely as I am able, you will remem- 
ber the ſuggeſtion of your heavenly Teacher, 
2 If a man love me, he will Keep my words ; you 
will compare your own conduct with the 
leſſons which writings given by inſpiration of 
God deliver to you; and you will conſtant- 
' ly reflect that, if you trample under foot 
ſuch inſtructions and admonitions, ou * de- 
iſe not man but God. 


| THROUGHOUT the hiſtory of our bleſſed 
Saviour's life contained in the four goſpels, 
we find very little of a political nature; and 
the little which occurs in his diſcourſes and 


* Rom. iii. 8. John xiv, 2 4. 33 Tim. iii. 16. 1 
Theſſ. iv. 8, | 
| | conduẽt 
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conduct aroſe neceſſarily from the occaſions 


which preſented themſelves. 


The law of Moſes required that every 
male among the Jews -ſhould pay a yearly 
tribute to the ſervice of the temple; a ſum 


which amounted, in our Lord's time, to the 
ire-of a labourer for two days. It was our 


ord's known uſage to advance this contri- 


ution, which was levied by the authority of 


the Jewiſh High prieſt and Council: though, 
e might have 


as he obſerved to Peter, 


claimed an exemption from it, as the lineal 


eſcendent and repreſentative of King 
David. . But for wiſe reaſons pot mentioned, 


and partly that he might not alienate the 


Jews from himſelf and his followers by an 


appearance of inferior zeal for the law and 
for the temple, he furniſhed this tax by a 


miracle; ſaying to Peter, Go to the ſea, and 


caſt an hook, and take the fiſh that firſt cometh 


. 
* 


2 Exod. xxx, 1 3, 14 Matth. xvii. 24-27, com- 


pared with xx. 2. 


5 1 . 
up; and, when thou haſt opened it's mouth, thou 
wilt find a piece of money: that take and give 
them for thee and me. - | | | 
I j!bere is another incident of a like nature. 
The Jewiſh people were remarkably diſ- 
dainful of a foreign yoke; and very re- 
luctantly acknowledged their ſubjection to it 
by the payment of that tribute, or tax, which f 
the Romans demanded from all their con- | 

quered provinces. The anceſtors of the _ | 
Jews having poſſeſſed a powerful kingdom | | 
while they ſerved the Lord of Hoſts, and | ; 
their prophetical books having foretold a : 
future reſtoration of power and ſplendour ; | | 
corrupt and degenerate as they were, they \ 
ſtill harboured a proud conceit of their own , 
privileges as the favoured nation of heaven; | 
Under the force of ſuch general prejudices, I 
the Phariſees, a ſtrict and ruling ſe& among p 
the Jews, and the Herodians, or friends to BM 
Herod Antipas Tetrarch of Galilee, framed - —_ 
ueſtion for the purpoſe of * de- 


Luke xX. 20, 22. | | 3 
| livering 3M 
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+ Irwering Jeſus up to the power and authority of ; 
the Roman Governour. Is it lawful for us 10 s 
| give tribute unto Ceſar, or not? Our Lord's | 


— — ce: 9. 


enemies concluded that the queſtion, aſked 

\ Beep in the precincts of the temple where multi- 1 

titudes reſorted at the Paſſover, would be 

decided according to the popular opinion; 1 
| a very dangerous determination under ſo 

watchful a Governour as Pilate, and ſo tyran- 
nical an Emperour as Tiberius. But our 
i Lord proceeded in ſuch a manner as to 
2 | filence and aſtoniſh- his adverſaries by diſ- 
„ cloſing their hypocriſy, and by the wiſdom, 
Authority, and piety of his reply. The tri- 
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bute-money having been ſhewn him at his 
requeſt, he aſked whoſe image and inſerip- 
oh tion it bare. They anſwered and ſaid, Ceſar*s. 
j1 And he ſaid unto them; Render therefore unto 
It 5 Ceſar the things which are Ceſar's, and unto 
1 God the things which are God's. Thus he 
0 5 | fruſtrated the ſubtlety of his adverſaries, he 
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proved that he ſoared above national pre- 
poſſeſſions, and he enjoined a precept be- 
| | coming the peaceable ſpirit of that religion 
| N which 


C34 - 
which his followers were ſhortly to found, 
and which wiſely furniſhes no encourages 
ment, or ſhadow of pretence, to ſuch as 
would diſturb the ſettled order of govern- 
ment among mankind. 


When Pilate, ſeated on his unjuſt tribunal, - 
faid to Jeſus, Art thou the King of the Jeu: 
a queſtion ſuggeſted by our Lord's enemies 

to awaken the jealouſy of the Roman Go- 
vernour, Jeſus witneſſed a good * confeſſion in 
avowing that he was a King, but added theſe 
memorable words, My Kingdom is not of this 
d. He uſed no force * to prevent his 
apprehenſion : he diſclaimed any deſign of 
erecting a temporal kingdom. His kingdom 
is. of a fpiritual nature, eſtabliſhed in the 
hearts of his ſubject, whoſe loyalty to him 
conſiſts in obedience to his religion: till he 
returns from heaven clothed in unſpeakable 
majeſty, probably to + rule his true diſciples 


/ 


. * * 
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1 Tim. vi. 13. John xviii. 33, 36. Ib. Luke 
I, 32. Rev. xx. 4. | 
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on earth during the time appointed in the 
counſels of his Father, but certainly to judge 


all men, and to reign over his glorified ſaints 


in heaven for endleſs ages. But if the 
Meſſiah's kingdom is a ſpiritual one, what 
are the natural conſequences? It does not 
follow. that Chriſtian magiſtrates ſhould not 
reſtrain and puniſh crimes; or that Chriſtian 
communities ſhould not repel foreign or in- 
teſline force by force, and engage in wars of 
juſtice and ſelf-defence. - For God has 
adapted man to civil ſociety, which is the 
bent of his nature, the ſupport of his weak- 
neſs, and the foil in which his virtues flouriſh: 
and therefore God muſt ſanction the means 
which alone, in ſome circumſtances, can main- 
tain and uphold what, in effect, is his own in- 
ſtitution. The proper inferences from our 
Lord's aſſertion are, that a ſpiritual king- 
dom, as ſuch, ſhould be ſupported and ex- 
tended by meekneſs and moderation, and by 
the ſpiritual weapons of reaſon and argument; 
that ſubjects of the Prince of Peace ſhould be 
peaceable; that Chriſtian brethren, eſpeci- 

ally 


We 


IT 
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ally thoſe of the ſame country, of the ſame 
neighbourhood, of the ſame City, every man 
according to the nearneſs of the relation in 
which God has placed him, ſhould proporti- 
onably exerciſe towards all that move within 
his ſphere the mild and amiable virtues 
which his religion inculcates. | 


That all cavil againſt Chriſtianity may 


be prevented, I mult ſtop to obſerve that 


though our Lord's conduct, when he was 


arraigned as a malefactor before the High 


prieſt and the Roman Governour, is pro- 


poſed to his followers as an example of 
metkneſs and reſignation, when they 
themſelves * endure grief, Suffering Wrong - 
Fully ; yet they are not required to 
imitate him in ſubjecting themſelves to the 
foreſeen defigns of their enemies, and in 
uſing no plea againſt their injuſtice and 


violence. The circumſtances attending our 


Lord were peculiar. He voluntarily laid 
down his life for the moſt benevolent and 


important purpoſes. 


I 3 Peter ii. 20. 
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hut the inſtances are not yet exhauſted in 
| ky”: which the example of Chriſt is profitable for 
our inſtruction as members of civil ſociety. 
How pathetically did he expreſs his unceaſ- 
| ing labour to prevent the deſtruction of his 
country! O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that 
killeft the prophets and ſtoneſt them that are 
8 ent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
| £ thy children together, as a hen gathereth her chick- 
ens under her wings; and ye would not How 
"= tenderly did his love of his country affect 
him, when, foreſeeing it's deſolation by the 
| . Roman armies, he took, as it were, his laſt 
| 7. farewel of it! As he drew near be beheld the 
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W | | city and wept over it, ſaying ; O that thou haſt 


Enoꝛon, at leaſt in this thyiday, the things which 
1 5 belong to thy peace! But now they are hidden 
4 5 from thine eyes. What an example is this for 
. i the imitation of his true followers! What 
= 7 zeal ſhould' they manifeſt to promote the 
welfare of their country, and to avert it's 


4 


5 © ealamities! particularly thoſe horrid ones of 


1 Matth. xxiii. 37. Luke xix. 41, 42. 
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implacable diſcord or dangerous confede- 


racy, of rapine, murther, treaſon, and what- 
ever crimes ſhake the pillars of ſociety, and 


invite a mercileſs enemy to deluge our land 


with blood, and perhaps to ſubdue and en- 


ſlave it! | 


> 


Tur ArosTLEs acted under the guidance 
of the ſame Holy Spirit that was given to our 
Lord without meaſure.” Let us therefore 
employ our thoughts on the political leſſons 
taught by their conduct and writings. 


5 


When Peter and John had publicly re- 
ſtored to ſoundneſs one that had been * lame 
from his birth, the Jewiſh Council appre- 
hended them, and commanded that they 
ſhould * not ſpeak at all, nor teach, in the name 
of Jeſus. The reply of the Apoſtles de- 
mands our attention: Whether it be right be- 


Ads iii, 110. Adds iy; —18.— V, 19. 
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fore God to bearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye. Soon after, the High prieſt and 
the Sadducces committed the whole body of 
the Apoſtles to the common priſon for con- 
tinuing to work figns and wonders among 
the people. But an angel of the Lord opened 
the priſon doors by night, and brought them out, 
and ſaid ; Go ftand and ſpeak in * the temple to 
the people all the wards of this life. Upon 
which, they were brought and ſet before the 
Council. And the High prieſt aſked them, ſay- 
ing ; * Did we not ftrifly command you that ye 
ſhould not teach in this name? and, behold, ye 
have filled Jeruſalem with your doctrine, and 
feek to bring this man's blood upon us. Then Peter 
and the other Apofiles anſwered and ſaid ; We 
ought to obey God, rather than men, This rul- 
ing principle of action cannot be pleaded by 
2s, but in important matters evidently re- 
pugnant to reaſon or ſcripture. By whom 
was this maxim ſo confidently advanced? 


” 
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Adds v. 17, 18, 20. Ib. 28, 29. 


15] 
Not by men of a heated imagination, or by 
cunning deviſers of intereſted falſehoods, 
who reſted their pretenſions on their own 
teſtimony, or on that of impoſtors like 


themſelves. The Apoſtles of Chirſt expe- 


rienced the impulſes of the Holy Spirit; 
they ſpoke all languages, though private and 
unlettered men; they performed many aſto- 
niſhing miracles in the face of multitudes, 
and even of their enemies; and therefore 
they knew and proved that they ated by an 
authority infinitely higher than that which 
attempted to controul them. 


Chriſtianity is ſo favourable to civil ſubor- 
dination, that it has ſometimes been igno- 
rantly charged with teaching the doctrine of 
a ſervile non- reſiſtance. There are repeat- 


ed inſtances in St. Paul's conduct that ſhew 


2 different principle. 


The magiſtrates of Philippi were induced 
by artful and intereſted accuſations to beat 
Paul and Silas with rods, and caſt them in- 
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5 15-1 
to priſon. But a great earthquake having 
ſhaken the foundations of the priſon at mid- 
night, when it was day, the magiſtrates ſent 
officers, ſaying, Let thoſe men go. Does St. 
Paul's anſwer breathe a ſpirit of ſlavery, or 
of freedom? When he has power to ſpeak, 
is he filent on the tumultuous act of beating 
him with rods before his condemnation, and 


— 


cahus infringing his privilege as a Roman- 
? Obſerve his words. 7. hey have 
beaten us openly uncondemned, being Roman- 
citizens, and have caſt us into priſon : and now 
do they ſend us away privately ? No truly : 
but let them come themſelves, and bring us 


out. 


citizen ? 


1 


* 
* 


| A like conduct is purſued at Jeruſalem, 
when the Roman Commander ordered that 
Paul ſhould be taken into the Caſtle Antonia, 
; * to examine him ſcourging, that he might 
&new why the Jews cried ſo againſt bim. 
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Acts xvi. 37-40. Acts xxii. 25—29. 
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Wm ] 
There being no popular fury within that 
fortreſs to interrupt his ſpeaking, as they pre- 


pared him for the ſcourge, Paul ſaid to the 


Centurion who ſtood by, 1s it lawful for you to 
ſcourge one that is a Roman: citixen, and uncon- 
demned? Then thoſe sh were about to examine 
dim by ſcourging, immediately left bim. 

Again: When St. Paul © was accuſed by 
the Jews before the Roman Governour 
Feſtus at Cefarea, knowing the religious pre- 
judices of his countrymen againſt him, he 
refuſed to be judged at Jeruſalem, and 
claimed his right as a Roman- citizen of ap- 
pealing to Ceſar, and removing his trial to 
Rome. There is no deſertion of legal pri- 
leges in any part of St. Paul's behaviour; 
nothing tame and paſſive; nothing that de- 
grades the free ſpirit of Chriſtianity; a reli- 
gion which, by adding dignity to human na- 
ture, by ſoftening its fierce paſſions, and by 
endearing man to man, aboliſhed perſonal 
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1 Acts xxv. 10, 11. 


D ſlavery 


ZZ eee 


— we os 


N 
2 
MH 
31 
; 
| 


2 


* 


Wo” 18 ] 
ſlavery for a time, and conſtantly tends to 
aboliſh entirely both perſonal and civil 
| flavery. But to proceed. 


r 


n 


n 


The firſt time St. Paul was brought before 
| the Jewiſh Council, after a long abſence em- 
l ployed in propagating the goſpel, he 
ä earneſtly beheld it, and ſaid; Brethren, 7 
have always conducted myſelf with a good con- 
ſcience before God, even to this day: words 
which were deſigned to remove the bad im- 
preſſion occaſioned by his appearance before 
his countrymen as a malefactor. Then the 
0 High prieft Ananias commanded thoſe who ſtood 
1 by Paul to ſmite bim on the mouth a command 
: | which | ſeems not to have proceeded. al- 
: i together from St. Paul's aſſertion of his in- 
= | nocence, but alſo from the rancour againft 
Him for preaching Chriſt to the Gentiles, and 
from the imperious diſpoſition of Ananias, 
= oy Then Paul ſaid to Ananias, God will ſmite thee, 
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thou whited wall. For fitteſt thou to judge me 

— according to the lau, and yet commandeſt me. to 
be ſmitten contrary to the law ? Ananias, who, 
for his hypocriſy, is compared to the whited 
wall of a ſepulchre, fair without and polluted | 
within, about five years after this, was 

1 dragged from an aqueduct in which he had 

concealed himſelf on occafion of a tumult, 
| and put to death by aſſaſſins. But the great- 

L neſs of the indignity occaſioned too much 

- _ warmth in St. Paul's anſwer. Accordingly, 

5 when rhaſe who ſtood by ſaid, Revileſt thou 
God's High prieſt? the Apoſtle becomingly 
apologizes for what his anger had dictated: 

J knew not, brethren, that he wwas the High ; 
. prieft ; for it is written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak 

evil of the ruler of thy people, Thus St. Paul 
confirms a very wiſe and uſeful precept ; as | 
ſuch evil ſpeaking is naturally productive of 

- contempt aud diſobedience to thoſe that are 

veſted with authority. 
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It may appear incredible to ſome that St. 


Paul was unacquainted with the perſon of 
the High prieft. But the difficulty is thus 
removed: Soon after the holding of the 
* firſt Council, as it is called, at Jeruſalem, 
* Ananias was diſpoſſeſſed of his office 
e and Jonathan, though we are not acquaint- 
< ed with the circumſtances of his elevation, 
<© had been raiſed in the mean time to the 
«© ſupreme dignity in the Jewiſh Church. 
Between the death of Jonathan, who was 
F murthered by order of Felix, and the High 
<< prieſthood of Iſmael, who was inveſted 
© with that office by Agrippa, elapſed an 
interval in which this dignity continued 
« vacant. Now it happened preciſely in 
ee this interval that St. Paul was apprehend- 
ed in Jeruſalem : and, the Sanhedrim be- 
© ing deſtitute of a Preſident, Ananias un- 
* dertook of his own authority the diſcharge. 
e of that office, which he executed with the 


+ Michaelis's introduction to the N. T. tranſlated by 
H. Marſh, * 52. 


| 0 greateſt 


| oo 
te greateſt tyranny. It is poſſible therefore 
© that St. Paul, who had been only a few 
* days in Jeruſalem, might be ignorant that 
* Ananias, who had been diſpoſſeſſed of the 
c prieſthood, had taken upon him a truſt to 
*© which he was not entitled.” 
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Bur I 60 & to ſtate the political leſſons 
which occur throughout the epiſtolary writ- 
ings of the New Teſtament. 5 
L | Obſerve, in the firſt place, St. Pauls 
Patriotic affection for his countrymen the 
Jews. T ſay the truth in Chriſt, or as a diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt, my conſcience bearing me joint 
witneſs in the Holy Spirit, or as one enlighten- 
ed by the Holy Spirit, that I have great ſor- 
row and continual grief in mine heart on ac- 
count of the calamities which threaten my 
nation as the puniſhment of their unbelief. 


* Rom, ix. I=—=5. The 4th and 5th verſes are para- 
7 phraſed, 7 
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| He 
For 1 could wiſh that I myſelf were accurſed by 
Chriſi, or devoted to temporal deſtruction by 
him, for the ſake of my brethren, my kinſmen 
according to the fleſh; if I could thus to 
prevent their impending and heavy deſtruc- 
tion. © I would willingly, I ſay, ſuffer 
* any worldly evil, or death itſelf, for 
* thoſe who are deſcendents of Iſrael ; 
e the adopted ſons of God; among 
* whom God diſplayed the glorious ſym- 
*© bol of his preſence; with whom he en- 
* tered into covenant by Abraham and 
** Moſes; to whom he gave the law of the 
© two tables, and afterward the ceremonial 
„ ordinances ; to whom illuſtrious promiſes 
athers and by the 


*© were made by their fore 
e prophets; whoſe anceſtors were the vene- 
*©rable patriarchs ; and of whom, as to his 
* human lineage, Chriſt is deſcended, wha 
{© is over all, God bleſſed for ever.” 


St. Paul's words and actions repeatedly 
evidence his fincere love of his country ; 
ut no where more ſtrongly than in the fol- 


lowing 


ä 
lowing earneſt interceſſion: "Brethren, the de- 
fire of mine heart, and my prayer to God, are 
in behalf of Iſrael, that they may be ſaved : that 
they may enter into-the Chriſtian covenant 
of ſalvation here, and into the glories of 


+ 


heaven hereafter. 


IT now come to a direct diſcuſſion, and 
ſolemn injunction, of the duties which 
Chriſtians owe to civil Governours. 


Loet every man, Jew or Gentile, Believer 
or Unbeliever, Layman or Eccleſiaſtic, be 
ſubiect to tbe ſupreme powers; to thoſe who have 
the ſupreme ſway in all forms of government. 
For there is no power but from God civil ſub- 
ordination being dictated by our reaſon, by 
our ſocial propenſities, and by the circum- 
ſtances of our nature : and the powers which 
exiſt are appointed of God, in the general 
courſe of his providence. He therefore who 
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or puniſhment from the magiſtrate. 


[ 24 ] 
refhteth the power, ręſſtetb the appointment of 
God : and thoſe who reſiſt will receiue to them- 
ſelves judgement : that is, temporal judgement, 


For 


rulers are armed with power to puniſh reſiſt- 
ance : they are not a terror to the good works 


of obedience and conformity to the laws, 
but to the evil works of ſedition and other 
crimes. Moulde ſt thou therefore not be afraid 
of the porter? Do that which is good; and 


thou wilt have praiſe from him. For he is a 


miniſter of God to thee for good « God entruſt- 
ing him with power, that he may promote 


the welfare of thoſe whom he governs. But 


if thou do that which is evil, if thou indulge a 
ſpirit of rebellion, be afrajg.: for be bearetb 
not the ford in vain for he is a miniſter of 


God, an avenger to execute puniſhment upon him 


4 


that doeth evil. Wherefore it is neceſſary that ye 
Je. ſubject your reaſons and obligations to 
diſcharge. this duty are very ſtrong: ye 
ſhould be ſubje& not only becauſe of that 
puniſhment which the ſupreme magiſtrate will 
otherwiſe inflict, but alſo becauſe of conſcience : 


becauſe 


t i - 
| becauſe God makes civil obedience a matter 
of duty. For on this account, becauſe the ſu- 
preme powers are God's appointment, ye pay 
tribute alſo: for they are God's miniſters, attend- 
ing continually to this matter or, to their 
public miniſtration, deſigned for the benefit 
of ſociety. Render therefore to all their dues : 


tribute, to whom tribute is due; cuſtom, to 


whom cuſtom ; fear, to whom fear ; honour, to 
whom honour. 


In the firſt epiſtle 1 to Timothy the fol- 
lowing wiſe precept occurs: I exhort firſt of 
all, as a matter of great moment, that ſup- 
plications for averting evil from them, prayers 
for obtaining their good, intercęſſions for their 
temporal and eternal welfare, and giving of 
thanks for the benefits which they have be- 
ſtowed, be made in behalf of all men; in be- 
Half of Kings, and of all that are in high tation; 


a C. ii. 1.—3. 
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L 26 ] 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godlineſs and gravity. For this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the fight of God our Saviour. I call 
this a wiſe precept; becauſe ſuch prayers 
tend to produce the ſubjection and honour 
due to magiſtrates, and the public and pri- 
vate tranquillity connected with ſuch a con- 
duct; as they impreſs on us thoſe duties, 
and make it ineonſiſtent with every religious 
and ingenuous principle to defeat the ends 
of that government which we beſeech God 
to proſper. | | 


Some had brought difgrace on the 
Chriſtian profeflion by teaching that the 
goſpel ſer men free frem civil obligations. 
This is plain from the following paſſage: 
Let as many ſervants, or ſlaves, as are under 
the yoke, count their own maſters worthy of all 
honour; THAT THE NAME OF Gop, AND HIS 
DOCTRINE, BE NOT EVIL-SPOKEN OF, as if 
it exempted men-from the relations of ſocial 


t Tim. vi. 1. 


life 


[a7 } 
life. Accordingly, Biſhop” Sherlock remarks 
that St. Paul treats the ſubject with unuſual 
warmth, from his zeal to vindicate the ho- 
nour of the goſpel. Theſe things teach and 
exhort. If any man teach otherwiſe, and conſent 
not to the ſound words of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and to the doctrine which is according to godlineſs, 
be is lifted up with vanity, knowing nothing, but 
doting about queſtions and ſtriſes of worde or, 
about the extent of liberty under the goſpel, 
as if it went beyond an exemption from the 
yoke of Jewiſh obſervances and of vicious 


habits. 


* . 


, 


= * 8 k 4 


This part of St. Paul's writings ſhould be 

| compared with a parallel one : * Let every one 
remain in that calling wherein be was called ; 
without ſurmiſing that Chriſtianity affects his 
Civil ſtate. Art thou called being a ſervant, 
or ſlave? Care not for it : but if thou canſt be 
free, uſe it rather, If thou canſt obtain thy 


* Sermon on Rom, xiii, 1. vol. iv. London ed. 4 
Cor. vii. 20, 21. | 
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[ 28 ] D 
liberty by. means conſiſtent with Chriſtian 
duty, it is preferable to extricate thyſelf from 
the yoke of ſlavery. A principle which ex- 
tends itſelf to every political relation. 


Another great Apoſtle, St. * Peter, treats 
profeſſedly of the civil duties obligatory on 
Chriſtians. From his words alſo it follows 
that Chriſtians, who had probably been con- 
founded with the Jews, had been charged 
with rebellious. principles. Beloved, I be- 
feech you as ſtrangers on earth, and ſojourners 
in the tabernacle of the body, to ab/tain from 
carnal defi Ires which war againſt the ſoul , hav- 
ing your behaviour good among tbe Gentiles : that, 
iN WHATSOEVER THEY SPEAK AGAINST - YOU, 
AS EVIL-DOERS, becauſe of your good works. 
which they have ſeen they may glorify God in the 
day of viſitation ; or, when the powers of the 
earth perſecute you. Submit yourſelves there- 
te ore to every oppointment of man, to every civil 


Pet. ii. 1117. 


6 | inſtitu tion, 


6. 29 J 
inſtitution, for the ſake of the Lord ; for his, 
glory, and the propagation of his religion : 
whether it be to the Ring, or Emperour, as 
ſupreme ; or to Governours of provinces, as 19 
them that are ſent by him. for the puniſhment of 
thoſe who do evil, and for the praiſe. of thoſe 
who do well. For ſo is the will of God, that by 
well doing, particularly by obedience to 
magiſtrates, YE PUT. TO SILENCE. THE 1GNO» 
RANCE OF INCONSIDERATE MEN: as free, and 
not uſing your freedom for a cloke of wickedneſs, 
Qr, pretence of rebellion againſt the 
ſecular powers, but as the ſervants of God, 
Honour. all men with that degree of honour 
which is due to them: love the Chriſtian 
brotherhood : fear God : honour the King, or 
Emperour. ; 


It is very remarkable that, in ſome of the 
places quoted both from St. Peter and St. 
Paul, well doing means ſubjection to civil 


. 


See particularly 1 Pet. ii. 12, as connected with v. 13: 
and Rom. xiii. 3, 4, compared with v. 5. 


; | Governours, 
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30 J 
Governours, and evil doing a refractory and 


ſeditious ſpirit towards them. Obſerve the 


following words: Let: none of you ſuffer as a 


murtherer, or as a thief, or as AN EVIL- 
DOER, or as a buſy meddler in other men's af- 

airs. Here an evil-doer means a ſeditious 
man; and 4 buſy meddler in other men's affairs 
is underſtood by the beſt interpreters of 
thoſe who interfere in public affairs ſo as to 


4 


diſturb the peace of civil Government, 


* a * » 


It has been ſtated * before how wiſely St. 
Paul ſanctioned that precept of the Jewiſh 


law, Thou ſhalt no! ſpeak evil of the Ruler of 


- thy people. St. Peter and St. Jude ſharply 


cenſure the ſame offence, in the ſtrong lan- 
guage uſed by them againſt the rebellious 
Jews of their time. They walk after the 
fleſh with polluted deſi tres, and deſpiſe dominion. 


1 Peter iv. 15. * Page 19. #* 2 Pet. ii. 10. 


* 


* 


$f 
Preſumptuous and ſelfwilled, they are not afraid 
to ſpeak evil of dignities. * Theſe dreamers de- 
file the fleſh, ſet at nought dominion, and ſpeak 
evil of dignities. Both the Apoſtles add, that 
theſe offenders, like moſt of their imitators, 
pale evil of what they under ſtood not. 


4* 


Let no man who reads this comprehenſive 
view of the. political inſtructions, contained 
in the New Teſtament, indulge a diſpoſi- 
tion to traduce Chriſtianity becauſe it's 
Teachers advance ſuch general precepts as 

eſe : * Let every man be ſubject to the ſupreme 
Powers. Submit yourſelves to every appoint- 
ment of man for the ſake of the Lord. Tr is the 
manner of the ancient philoſophers, and 
eſpecially of the eaſtern ſages, to deliver 
maxims true for the moſt part, though not 
univerſally. The Apoſtles leave the limita- 
tion of theſe rules to reaſon and nature, and 


Jude 8. 2 2 Pet. ii. 12,—Jude 10. Rom, xiii. 1. 
1 Pet. ii. 13. | : 
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to the laws and uſages of different countries: 


Like buman legiſlatures, they are filent on 
thoſe very extraordinary conjunctures, 
which, as the hiſtory of our own empire has -- 
*ſhewn, oil! bid defiance to all bounds. It 
is remarkable that St. Paul enjoins obedience 
to parents and maſters in ſtronger language 
than what he uſes with reſpect to magiſtrates. 
* Children obey your parents in ALL things. 
Servants, or ſlaves, * obey in ALL things your 
maſters according to the fleſh. And yet 8 
obedience to theſe has its reſtrictions; and 
cannot be extended to actions which divine 


or human laws forbid. 


It is evident, upon the whole, that 
Chriſtianity is very friendly to human 
governments by its direct precepts: a 
remark equally true of its indirect ones, 
as they enjoin every virtue which ſtrength- 
ens and adorns communities, and thoſe 


1 


* Ja the year 1688. Coloſſ. iii. 20. Ib. G. 22. 


relative 


| [ 33 ] 
relative duties which promote the good 
order and happineſs of domeſtic life, and 


n 


diſcipline the mind betimes to civil ſubordi- 
nation. Let all therefore hold ſuch a religion 
in due eſtimation: and particularly let the | | 
magiſtrate give it a grateful ſupport. 

Since alſo the chriſtian religion exhorts to — 
obey ſupreme and ſubordinate magiſtrates 
from a variety of ſtrong motives, and eſpe- 


cially from a principle of * conſcience, and 

Th for the * ſake of our gracious Redeemer who | | 
has done and ſuffered ſo much for the hu- = 
n race; let all impreſs on their minds that 
diſloyalty, violation of law, and every evil 
| deed which tends to diſturb public tranquil- | 
lity, are crimes highly aggravated in Chriſ- = 

tians, and ſubje& them no leſs to divine than | = 

to human puniſhment. | 


' Rom. 5. Pet, ii. 13. 
I am, my Chriſtian Brethren, | | 


Your faithful Servant, 


A. WILLIAM ARMAGH. | 


Dublin. March . 5 
27. 1797. | | 
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